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This select bibliography of secondary sources of Scottish
involvement in slavery was one of two commissioned as
part of the second project and is published here courtesy of
the ‘Legacies’ team. The other survey was of the primary
sources held in Scottish public archives and private holdings.
The contribution of Stephen Mullen of Glasgow University
in compiling both surveys is acknowledged. Eric J Graham,
Research Affiliate, Structure and Significance of British
Caribbean Slave-ownership 1763-1833.

Reference Location

7(1) (1996), pp.67-70 and 73-8.

Akinjogbin, 1A, ‘Archbald Dalzell: slave trader and historian of Dahomey’, Journal of African History,

British Atlantic

Montrose Basin Heritage Society

Alston, D, ‘Very rapid and splendid fortunes? — Highland Scots in Berbice (Guyana) in the early Berbice
nineteenth century’, Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness, LXIIl (2002-4), pp.208-36.

Beck Ryden, D, ‘One of the finest and most fruitful spots in America: an analysis of eighteenth-century | Carriacou
Carriacou’, Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 43(4) (Spring 2013), pp.539-70.

Besson, J, Martha Brae’s Two Histories: European expansion and culture (University of North Carolina, 2002). | Jamaica

Behrendt, S and Graham, EJ, ‘African merchants, notables and the slave trade of Old Calabar: British
evidence from the National Archives of Scotland’, History in Africa, 30 (2003), pp.37-61. Atlantic

Briant-Evans, A (ed), ‘West Indian fortunes at Langley Park’, Ebb and Flow (2004), pp.88-103. Jamaica
Montrose Basin Heritage Society.

Briant-Evans, A (ed), ‘A portrait of Rossie Estate and its owners’, Flowing Past (2008), pp.55-100. Jamaica

Bulloch, JM, The Making of the West Indies: the Gordons as colonists (Buckie, 2015).

British Caribbean

Economy, 4 (1957), pp.127-43.

Campbell, M (ed), Letters by the Packet (Argyll & Bute Library, Dunoon, 2004). Jamaica

Carrington, S, The Sugar Industry and the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1775-1810 (University of Jamaica
Florida Press, 2002).

Checkland, SG, The Gladstones: a family biography 1754-1851 (Cambridge University Press, 1971). Jamaica

Checkland, SG, "Two Scottish West Indian liquidations after 1793, Scottish Journal of Political Grenada

Historical Studies, 32(2) (2013), pp.127-265.

Cooke, A, 'An elite revisited: Glasgow West India merchants, 1783-1877', Journal of Scottish

British Caribbean

Devine, TM, ‘An eighteenth century business elite, 1740-1815', Scottish Historical Review, 57(1) (1978), pp.40-67.

Jamaica

ISSUE 94 - SPRING-SUMMER 2016

27



Devine, TM, 'Did slavery make Scotland’, Britain and the World, 4(1) (2011), pp.42-5.

British Caribbean

Devine, TM et al, Recovering Scotland’s Slavery Past (Edinburgh University Press, 2015.

British Caribbean

Devine, TM, Scotland’s Empire (Penguin, London, 2003).

British Caribbean

Devine, TM, To the Ends of the Earth: Scotland’s Global Diaspora 1750-2010 (Penguin, 2011).

British Atlantic

Duffill, M, "The Africa trade from the ports of Scotland, 1706-66', Slavery and Abolition, 25(3) (2004),
pp.102-22.

British Atlantic

Duffill, M and Graham, EJ, ‘The Scots in the Liverpool slave trade 1789-1805: Robert Hume of
Jedburgh, surgeon and master’, History Scotland, 8(2) (2008), pp.30-4.

British Atlantic

Foster, S, A Private Empire (Murdoch Books, Australia, 2010).

Berbice

Fry, M, The Scottish Empire (Birlinn, Edinburgh, 2001).

British Caribbean

Graham, EJ, 'Abolitionists and apologists: Scotland’s slave trade stories’, Discover NLS 6 (National Atlantic
Library of Scotland, Edinburgh, 2007).
Graham, EJ, Burns and the Sugar Plantocracy of Ayrshire, Ayrshire Archaeological and Natural History | Jamaica
Society Monograph No.36 (Ayr, 2009).
Graham, EJ, A Maritime History of Scotland 1650-1790 (Birlinn, Edinburgh 2015). Reprint. Africa & Caribbean

Graham, EJ and Duffill, M, ‘An intelligent negro: Thomas Jenkins, Scotland’s first black educator and
foreign missionary’, History Scotland, 7(4) (2007), pp.36-9.

British Atlantic

Graham, EJ and Mowat, S, ‘The slaving voyage of the Hannover of Port Glasgow 1719-20’, History Barbados
Scotland, 3(5) (2003), pp.26-34.

Graham, EJ, ‘Letters from a Jacobite transported to Virginia after the 1715 Rebellion’, Scottish Local Antigua
History, 78 (2010), pp.15-20.

Graham, EJ, 'Letters from a slaving station’, Scottish Local History, 76 (2009), pp.37-9. Atlantic

Graham, EJ, ‘Letters from the Bell brothers: Scottish surgeons in the slave trade’, Scottish Local History, | Carriacou
90 (2014), pp.22-8.

Hamilton, DJ, Scotland, the Caribbean and the Atlantic World, 1750-1820 (Manchester University Press, 2005). | Grenada

Hamilton, DJ, ‘Scottish trading in the Caribbean: the rise and fall of Houston & Co’, in NC Landsman Grenada
(ed), Nation and Province in the First British Empire: Scotland and the Americas, 1600-1800
(Bucknell University Press, Lewisburg, 2001), pp.94-126.

Hancock, D, Citizens of the World (Cambridge University Press, 1995). Jamaica

Hancock, D et al, ‘Scots in the slave trade’ in NC Landsman (ed), Nation and Province in the First British
Empire: Scotland and the Americas, 1600-1800 (Bucknell University Press, Lewisburg, 2001), pp.60-93.

British Atlantic

Macinnes, SM Foster and RK Macinnes (eds), Scottish Power Centres from the Early Middle Ages to
the Twentieth Century (Cruithne Press, Glasgow, 1998), pp.162-90.

Hector, W, Renfrewshire Slaveholders: selections from the judicial records of Renfrewshire, second St Kitts
series (Cook, Paisley, 1878).

Higman, BW, Plantation Jamaica 1750-1850: capital and control in a colonial economy (University of Jamaica
the West Indies Press, Jamaica, 2005).

Irving, A, James Irving of Ironshore (College Press, Toronto, 1918). Jamaica

Karras, A, Sojourners in the sun: Scottish migrants in Jamaica and the Chesapeake, 1740-1800 Jamaica
(Cornell University Press, Ithaca and London, 1992).

Lambert, D, ‘The Glasgow king of Billingsgate: James MacQueen and an Atlantic pro-slavery network’, | Grenada
Slavery and Abolition, 29(3) (2008), pp.389-413.

Macinnes, Al, ‘Scottish Gaeldom from clanship to commercial landlordism, c.1600-1850’, in Al Jamaica

28 SCOTTISH LOCAL HISTORY




McKichan, F, ‘Lord Seaforth: Highland proprietor, Caribbean governor and slave owner’, Scottish
Historical Review, 90(2) (2011), pp.204-35.

Berbice

Milligan, T, ‘The noise and stink of empire: West Coast Scotland and the slave system’, Renfrewshire
Studies 2 (University of Paisley, 1997).

British Caribbean

Mullen, S, ‘A Glasgow-West India merchant house and the Imperial Dividend, 1779-1869’, Journal of
Scottish Historical Studies, 33(2) (2013), pp.196-233.

Grenada

Mullen, S, It Wisnae Us: the truth about Glasgow and slavery (Royal Incorporation of Architects in
Scotland, Edinburgh, 2009).

British Caribbean

Abertay Historical Society Publication No.51 (Dundee, 2011), pp.25-30.

Nisbet, SM, “Early Glasgow sugar plantations in the Caribbean’, Scottish Archaeological Journal, 31(1- | St Kitts
2) (2009), pp.115-36.

Nisbet, SM, ‘Sufficient stock of negroes — the secret lives of Wm McDowall of Castle Semple and Jas St Kitts
Milliken of Milliken’, Renfrewshire Local History Forum Journal, 14 (2008), pp.32-49.

Nisbet, SM, Castle Semple Rediscovered (Renfrewshire Local History Forum, Renfrew, 2009). St Kitts

Proctor, JH, ‘Scottish missionaries and Jamaican slaveholders’, Slavery and Abolition, 25(1) (2004), pp.51-70. | Jamaica

Quintanilla, M, ‘The world of Alexander Campbell: an eighteenth century Grenadian planter’, Albion: | Grenada
a Quarterly Journal with British Studies, (2004), pp.229-56.

Rothschild, E, The Inner life of Empires: an eighteenth century history (Princeton University Press, Grenada
Princeton and Oxford, 2011).

Scharlau, F, ‘Hercules Ross’ in Ten Taysiders: forgotten figures from Dundee, Angus and Perthshire, Jamaica

Schwarz, S, Slave Captain: the career of James Irving in the Liverpool slave trade (Liverpool University
Press, 2008).

British Atlantic

Sheridan, RB, Doctors and Slaves (Cambridge University Press, 1985).

British Caribbean

Review, 31(2) (1978), pp.210-13.

Slade, HG, ‘Craigston and Meldrum estates, Carriacou, 1769-1841", Proceedings of the Society of Carriacou
Antiquaries of Scotland, 114 (1984), pp.481-537.
Ward, JR, ‘The profitability of sugar planting in the British West Indies, 1650-1834', Economic History | Jamaica

Wilkins, F, Dumfries and Galloway and the Transatlantic Slave Trade (Wyre Forest Press, Kidderminster, 2007).

British Atlantic

Williamson, K, ‘Mrs Carmichael: a Scotswoman in the West Indies, 1820-1826’, International Journal
of Scottish Literature, 4, (2008), pp.1-17. Journal was only published as an e-journal. Download
article at: http://www.ijsl.stir.ac.uk/issued/williamson.htm

St Vincent

Williamson, K, Contrary Voices: representations of West Indian Slavery, 1657-1834 (University of the
West Indies Press, Jamaica, 2008).

British Caribbean

Williamson, K (ed), Marly, or a Planter’s Life in Jamaica (Macmillan, Oxford, 2005).

Jamaica

Footnote

Scots involvement in the Caribbean stretches back to the late
seventeenth century when miscreants and political prisoners —
the ‘Red Legs’ — were transported from Scotland to be sold as
slaves in Barbados. Scottish traders first targeted the Leeward
Islands — notably St Kitts and Antigua — from the 1690s
onwards while the survivors of the Darien Scheme set up as
planters on Jamaica in 1700. Indeed, by 1770 Scots accounted
for one third of all Europeans on this, the greatest and richest
of the British islands. They were also to the fore in exploiting
the new opportunities from the windfall of the recurring wars
of the eighteenth century — notably on ‘the Ceded Islands’

(Grenada, Carriacou and St Vincent) from 1760 onwards. The
acquisition of the formerly Spanish Trinidad and Tobago and
the capture of the Dutch South American mainland colonies
— especially Berbice and Demerara — in the 1790s presented
further business opportunities for entrepreneurial Scots who
were willing to drive slaves for a living.

In terms of trade, it was a two-way street with large amounts
of barrelled herring and Scotch linen — to feed and clothe the
slaves — and, latterly, sugar processing machinery shipped out;
and vast amounts of tobacco, sugar, rum, rice, cotton and
indigo imported — all to the great enrichment of Scotland.
The industrial remains and debris of this system still litter the
hinterlands of these former colonies. Eric J Graham.
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Fig.1: Early Map of Barbados, with  Fig.2: Map showing John Wedderburn’s Paradise Pen estate near Savana-La-Mar, Jamaica. ESME.
the Northern Area of ‘Scotland’
clearly marked.

Fig.4: Interior of a Sugar Boiling House. From William Clark’s
Ten Views in the Island of Antigua (1823).

Fig.3: Francis Humberton Mackenzie, Lord Seaforth - Governor  Fig.5: ‘A Surinam Planter in his Morning Dress’. Engraving from
of Barbados and slave plantation owner in Berbice. Portrait by John Stedman’s Narrative of a Five Years’ Expedition against
Sir Thomas Lawrence. the Revolted Negroes of Surinam (1796).

30 SCOTTISH LOCAL HISTORY



